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resource to our primary care providers in helping to assess for opioid use disorder in patients 
receiving opioid prescriptions for chronic pain.   
 

 In 2017, Gifford implemented screening for alcohol and substance use disorders for all new 
patients and annual visits in the primary care practices. Patients who screen positive are 
offered additional support through our Addiction Medicine program.   

 
 Gifford began participating in the Vermont Medicaid Women’s Health Initiative in April 

2017. We have since implemented enhanced universal health and psycho-social screening 
within our Women’s Health locations, to include screening for behavioral health and 
substance use disorders. This initiative supports a social worker who provides care 
coordination of services for patients identified as high-risk.   
 

Gifford participates in the statewide Hub and Spoke program, and receives Vermont Medicaid 
funding for MAT nurses and licensed master’s-level clinicians to offer MAT Team support to our 
MAT providers and patients. Our MAT team works closely with our MAT providers and other 
community partners to develop clinical pathways and referral protocols to ensure that patients are 
receiving care at the appropriate level. As our MAT patient panel grows, we expand our MAT team 
proportionally.  
 
We are excited that our treatment resources are expanding within our community, thereby providing 
more options and flexibility for our patients to receive needed care closer to home and contributing to 
greater overall rates of initiation and engagement in treatment within our health service area.     
 

8. Health Reform Investments.   
Part I: Provide updates on all health reform activities submitted under the GMCB’s extended NPR 
cap for FYs 2016 - 2018 including: 
 
Gifford remains committed to responding appropriately to health care reform and investments. 
However last year (FY18) was the first year that Gifford requested the 4 percent health care reform 
investment, please refer to Attachment 2.  
 

Activities, investments, or initiatives within the 0.4% 
health care reform investment

Allocation for the 
investment

Was this activity 
in last year's 

budget?

Is this investment 
supplanting the previous 
costs, or are they new? 

Sup p o rt  f o r  
A C O 

inf rast ruct ure 
o r  p ro g rams

Sup p o rt  of  
communit y 

inf rast ruct ure 
relat ed  t o  

A C O 
p ro g rams

Po p ulat io n 
healt h 

imp ro vement  
act ivit ies 

Po p ulat io n 
heal t h 

measures 
o ut lined  in 

A PM

1 ACO dues(CHAC) 50,000$                   No New X

2 IT Initiatives: No New/Supplanting X X X X

3 QM Initiatives 39,000$                   No New X X X

4 Community Outreach Initiatives 105,000$                 Yes/No New/Supplanting X X X

Per GMCB budget guidance, indicate which of the 
health care reform criteria the  investment 

meetsTotal Health Care Reform Investment for 2018: $568,000

 
 

 CHAC the ACO Gifford was a part of no longer exists and the expenses are not budgeted in 
FY19. 

 






